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Or perhaps they are ' knocked out' by shock, such as is brought on by the loss of a dearly-loved wife or child, and have never been able to recover from that crushing blow.   The remainder are the victims of advancing age and of the cruel commercial competition of our day.  Thus he said that the large business firms destroy and devour the small shopkeepers, as a hawk devours sparrows; and these little people or their employ6s, if they are  past  middle  age,   can  find  no  other  work. Especially is this the case since the Employers' Liability Acts came into operation, for now few will take on hands who are not young and very strong, as older folk must naturally be more liable to sickness and accident.
Again, he told me that it has become the custom in large businesses of which the dividends are falling, to put in a man called an ' Organizer,' who is often an American.
This Organizer  goes through the whole staff
and mercilessly dismisses the elderly or the least
efficient,  dividing   up   their  work   among   those
who  remain.      So  these  discarded  men   fall   to
rise no more and drift to the poorhouse or the
Shelters or the  jails,   and finally  into the  river
or a pauper's grave.   First, however, many spend
what  may be  called  a  period  of  probation   on
the   streets, where   they   sleep   at   night   under
arches or on  stairways,  or cm  the  inhospitable